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sound indoctrinating to set them right and firm, instructing
them more amply in the knowledge of virtue and the
hatred of vice. For this purpose their young and pliant
affections are to be led through the moral works of Plato,
Xenophon, Cicero, and Plutarch, but in their nightward
studies they are to submit to the more determinate sen-
tence of Holy Writ/ Thus they will have traversed the
circle of ethical teaching. During this and the preceding
stage, poetry is to be reacf as an amuserffent, and as a
golden fringe to the practice of serious labour. 'And
either now,' Milton remarks, ' or before this, they may
have easily learnt, at any odd hour, the Italian tongue.'
This sentence has often been quoted to show how
visionary and baseless Milton's idea of education was.
But experience is here in his favour, and those who have
tried the experiment are well aware that Italian may
easily be learnt by intelligent and studious boys with
little expenditure of time or interruption of other studies.
Ethics is to be succeeded by politics. • After the founda-
tion of their character and principles, then is to follow
their education as citizens. They are to lea*n 'the be-
ginning, end, and reason of political societies ; that they
may not in a dangerous fit of the Commonwealth be
such poor, shaken, uncertain reeds, of such a tottering
conscience as many of our good councillors have of late
showed themselves, but steadfast pillars of the State.'
The study of law is to come next, including all the Roman
edicts, and tables with Justinian, and also the Saxon law,
and common law of England, and the statutes of the
realm. 'Sundays also and every evening may be now
understandingly spent in the highest matters of theology,
and Church history, ancient and modern.' By the age of
eighteen Hebrew will have been learnt, and possibly Syrian
and Chaldaic. Tragedy will be read and learnt in close

